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CAUTION: EXTERNAL

 
Hi,
 
I dealt with this issue a few times in the case I have filed.  Here are some resources in
my index.  Hope it is helpful.
 
Sima
 
 

1. Evidence about lack of nationality rights of Afghan refugees born in Pakistan
a. UNHCR Proof of Registration Card (POR) (the card that applicant and her family had

while living in Pakistan as temporary refugees)
i. POR is a card that enables Afghan refugees to legally remain in Pakistan.
ii. Gives right to reside in Pakistan
iii. No right to cross land border of Afghanistan and Pakistan with the card
iv. “Is it still possible for Afghans holding POR cards which were issued in 2010

and carry a validity date of 31 December 2021 to benefit of any of the services
described above?  No, Afghans holding cards that expired on 31 December
2012 or before are no longer considered as persons of concern to the
Government of Pakistan and UNHCR.  They are hence no longer entitled to
any assistance provided by UNHCR and its partners, including voluntary
repatriation assistance.”

v. https://help.unhcr.org/pakistan/proof-of-registration-card-por/
b. Report on Citizenship Law: Pakistan, European University Institute, Country Report

2016/13, December 2016, Faryal Nazir
i. Page 5: Afghan refugees who were born in Pakistan do not have any

citizenship rights in Pakistan. 
ii. Administrative and Judicial claims to Citizenship by Afghan refugee born in

Pakistan have been denied.
iii. One court decision stated that children of Afghan refugees cannot claim

citizenship by birth as their parents have a recognized refugee status and they
would be deemed foreigners and aliens under the law. The Afghan refugees
were provided temporary refuge in the country and the governing law for
them is the Foreigners Act, 1946.

iv. Page 6: Another case stated that Afghan refugees born in Pakistan not
afforded nationality because they were given refugee cards and under the
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terms of the Geneva Accords, their stay in the territory of Pakistan is allowed
for a temporary period in which foreign troops have occupied Afghanistan.”

v. https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/44544/EudoCit_2016_13Pakistan
.pdf

c. “Born and Raised in Pakistan, but Living in Legal Limbo” The New York Times,
December 28, 2021

i. Article follows four young people born and raised in Pakistan after their parents
fled war and persecution in Afghanistan.

ii. One person can’t go to medical school because no proof of legal presence
iii. Lack of identity documents
iv. While Pakistani law grants citizenship to those born there, the government

has long refused to recognize the claims of children of Afghans amid public
pressure to stem the tide of refugees from Afghanistan.

v. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/28/world/asia/refugees-afghanistan-
pakistan.html

 
 
Sima Alizadeh
Sr. Immigration Attorney
Afghan Support Project
Pars Equality Center
39155 Liberty Street
Suite F-610
Fremont, CA 94538
510-894-3161
https://parsequalitycenter.org/afghan-support-project/
 
 
 

From: <afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com> on behalf of Chelsea Mack
<chelsea@vecina.org>
Date: Wednesday, April 12, 2023 at 1:17 PM
To: Kelly White <kelly@caircoalition.org>
Cc: Megan Elman <megan@carecenny.org>, Charlotte English
<charlottee@empowernashville.org>, "afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com"
<afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com>
Subject: Re: Afghan born in Pakistan with place of birth listed as Afghanistan on his tazkera
 
Hi Charlotte,
 
This European Union Agency for Asylum report, Pakistan Situation of Afghan Refugees, may prove
useful to support your client's explanation for the issue of his country of birth. The section most
likely relevant begins on page 33 of the report stating, "There is no legal provision that deals with
the citizenship of refugees and especially, Afghan refugees in Pakistan. The status of citizenship is
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not extended to Afghan refugees in Pakistan even if a child of an Afghan refugee is born in
Pakistan."
 
 
Thank you,
 
---
Chelsea Mack
Mentoring Attorney - Afghan Projects
 

vecina.org
Mailing address: 
2028 E Ben White Blvd #240-4899
Austin, TX 78741
**Please note that I work remotely in Cleveland, Ohio**
Donate: https://vecina.org/get-involved/donate/
Ask an Expert: Submit asylum questions through the Welcome Legal Alliance Ask the Experts
Platform.
 
 
On Wed, Apr 12, 2023 at 3:55 PM 'Kelly White' via Afghan Legal Assistance
<afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com> wrote:

We briefed this and it should be in the bank already.  If no firm resettlement offer in
Pakistan, which was not possible during most time frames, i should be a legally
surmountable issue.  
 

Kelly White | Senior Program Director- Detained Adult
Program |She/Her/Ella/They/None (What’s this?) 

http://vecina.org/
http://vecina.org/
https://vecina.org/get-involved/donate/
https://welcome.us/legalalliance/resources-assistance
https://welcome.us/legalalliance/resources-assistance
mailto:afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com
https://pronouns.org/what-and-why


 
 
Support CAIR Coalition's Immigration Impact Lab 
in their ongoing efforts to expand impact litigation 
in the 3rd and 11th Circuits! 
  
Capital Area Immigrants' Rights (CAIR) Coalition
1025 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 701
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202-769-5293 Direct (and cell) 
202-331-3329 Intake Line (Español y English)  
202-331-3341  Fax 
kelly@caircoalition.org 

www.caircoalition.org 
  

 
Catalogue for Philanthropy: “One of the Best” 
 
Please note, I do not expect you to reply after hours or on weekends! 
  
Admitted to practice only in North Carolina; local practice limited to federal
immigration agencies. 
  
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail transmission (and/or the attachments
accompanying it) may contain confidential information belonging to the sender
which is protected by the attorney-client privilege. The information is intended only

https://secure.qgiv.com/event/2023springforjustice/
mailto:kelly@caircoalition.org
http://www.caircoalition.org/
https://twitter.com/CAIRCoalition
https://www.instagram.com/caircoalition/
https://www.facebook.com/CAIRCoalitionDC
https://www.linkedin.com/company/capital-area-immigrants'-rights-cair-coalition/


for the use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action
in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. Any
unauthorized interception of this transmission is illegal. If you have received this
transmission in error, please promptly notify the sender by reply e-mail, and then
destroy all copies of the transmission. 

 

 

From: afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com <afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com> on behalf of
Megan Elman <megan@carecenny.org>
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2023 3:53 PM
To: Charlotte English <charlottee@empowernashville.org>
Cc: afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com <afghanlegalassist@googlegroups.com>
Subject: Re: Afghan born in Pakistan with place of birth listed as Afghanistan on his tazkera
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] This message is from an EXTERNAL source. Please do not click on any
links or open any attachments associated with this email unless it comes from a trusted source AND you
were expecting to receive this information.

Please copy me on any responses!
 
On Wed, Apr 12, 2023 at 3:52 PM Charlotte English <charlottee@empowernashville.org> wrote:

Client was born in 1987 in Pakistan. His tazkera lists Afghanistan as place of birth. I am putting
place of birth as Pakistan on his i589 but his tazkera states Afghanistan. I am trying to
determine how to best explain the discrepancy.  His parents migrated to Pakistan around 1985
and did not return to Afghanistan until 2004. Based on my research, Afghans living in Pakistan
during this time were in legal limbo and the status of citizenship was not extended to Afghan
refugees in Pakistan even if a child of an Afghan refugee was born in Pakistan. I am assuming
his citizenship would be Afghanistan because his father is Afghan. It may be common to
put place of birth as Afghanistan in this situation, but I have not encountered it before and I feel
certain I need to be able to explain it. Thank you in advance.

 
--
Charlotte English, JD
Immigration Legal Support Specialist
 
(615)315-9681 Main Line
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(615)315-9682 Fax
417 Welshwood Drive 
Suite 100
Nashville, TN 37211
www.empowernashville.org
 
*Please note my office hours are Monday - Wednesday.
-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Afghan Legal
Assistance" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
afghanlegalassist+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/afghanlegalassist/CABMka1UJRQVnK3Cz88ENf8KLZQp02_1
7i8v90oXRGpoDLh1Jbg%40mail.gmail.com.
For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.

--

Megan Elman
SUPERVISING ATTORNEY
Central American Refugee Center (CARECEN)

 
91 N. Franklin Street, Suite 208
Hempstead, NY 11550
(516) 489-8330, ext. 109
2000 Brentwood Rd., Suite 200
Brentwood, NY 11717
(631) 273-8721

carecenny.org
 
Defend immigrants on Long Island. Donate today!
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https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/afghanlegalassist/MN2PR17MB35831124EE83415B671A224
BB49B9%40MN2PR17MB3583.namprd17.prod.outlook.com.
For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.
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To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
afghanlegalassist+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
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